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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, a 
Thieves, supercargoes, Sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


—00000— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
ce a 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Rev. Mr. 
» Courienay, on the Church Establishment. 





THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR SUPERIOR TO THE RIGHTS 
OF THE CHURCH, &c. &c. &e. 
REVEREND Sir, | 
In the first place, allow me to assure you, that 
F should not have introduced your name into the dreaded 
pages of the Black Dwarf, in which even an ordinary 
ig is often afraid to look, had you not taken the li- 
berty of introducing an occasional nom-dc-guerre of 
mine, in your anonymous letter to a receptacle of minis- 
terial delusion, in Yorkshire, not very inappropriately 
termed by some “ wicked wits,” the “ soot-bag.” This 
appellation, however, is not quite so disreputable, as the 
Green-bag, with which the soot-bag claims a sort of 
nodding acquaintance, if not a more intimate rela~ 
tionship. 

_ In this epistle, to the soot-bag, (to use its popular dis- 
tinction) you say, you told me at the Croydon Meeting, 
that “the origin of the national difficulties commenced 
“* long before either you, or myself, were born ;” and 
that “ origin” you insinuated was the birth of the poor 
faws, the burthen of which you wished to impress upon 
‘s, was the “great difficulty,” the “ serious burthen,’ 
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under which the nation laboured; and that to remove 
this was the real object of a sound policy. 

That you did state as much as this is true—and it was 
not answered, because I did not deem it eeorth an an- 
swer. It seemed to me to re fute itself; and as the meet- 
ing smiled at your propo: sitions, [ imagined it had drawn 
the same conclusion. It did not then occur to me, that 
this was a cle vical péot lo plac e the nation On a ty) ‘Ong 
scent, while the proper game cseuped:—but the idea 
has — broached since in various quarters, by the 
clerical agents of the system; and as the Soot-bag is 
known to be under clerical direction, in = appearance 
there, under a signature you took enre should be recog- 
nised as yours, it is to be construed into the clerical 
meas of securing the national salvation. It is an execl- 
lent contrivance to finish the work of the state. The 
latter has reduced a large mass of the people to the 
lowest pittance on whieh humanity can be preserved in 
a miserable song e; and the burthen of supporting 
them even in that way, is become so setlona he. that 
the church is abate lo dispatch them to the other world, 
by proving they have no right to exist at all. The 
sysiem of Malthus, a priest, and worthy of his order, is 
tu become the order of the day ; and his reasoning being 
laughed at, like other infernal principles, it is to be esta 
blished by. force. 

Our acquaintance, Sir, commenced under rather un- 
favorable auspices. I was positive. You were pas- 
sionate ; and you would have probably voted that I should 
have been confined, on bread and water for a few fleeting 
years, that I might learn to appreciate better the bles- 
sings of the British Constitution, A more intimaie 
knowledge of my character, I think, from your altered 
demeanour, would now lead you to be satisfied with 
something less, ‘The magnifying nature of your preju- 
dices, and we have all enough of them to mislead our 
optics, must have been diminished. The party which you 
were introduced to oppose, has reduced the poor-rates 
in Croydon to 5,000i, instead of 9,000]. per annum. 
The Rev. Mr. L. now pays his rates, and every thing is 
quiet. Such results must have convinced you, thar he 
reformers are a peaceful, and economical race—who are 
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ag aNXIOUS to prevent plunder—as averse to being plun- 
dered. You are aware, besides, that they love fair play, 
for they have cuaranteed it to yourself, under circeum- 
stances, in which no radical could have obtained itfrom a 
church-and-king assembly that possessed as great a 
numerical superiority. You have met with no abuse, 
no slander, from them:—andI will do you the justice to 
SAY, that settin: » aside a little natural anxiety for victory, 
which is commen to all men, where it is a aubtful, the 
party of which you were the leader, acted at ; ‘roydon 
ina much more spirited way, than the vy have dene else- 
where. The defeat that followed might have satisfied 
you, your reasoning was not deemed so correct, by that 
assembly, as to afford any reason for its repetition in the 
north—where the inhabitants are naturally acule, and 
whose feedings have been lately appealed to ina man- 
ner Well caleulated to sharpen their understandings. 

Let us now look at your remedy, for the evils of 
which the people complain. The poor laws, you say, 
area great evil, You mean, of course, the poor rates 
and } grant they are much heavier than they ought to 
be, in proportion to the ability of the people to pay. 
But, my good Sir, though the rates are levied in the 
mode prescribed by the dar s, the rates are not occasion= 
ed by the poor laws. They have their source in ano- 
ther quarter, towards which we shall presently look. 
Nie laws do not say the rates shall be siapence, sia shil- 
Lng or liventy shillings in the pound! They only 

, that in a state of society, those who cannot obtain 
labour, and those who cannot pe rform it, shall be pro~ 
vided with the bare means of subsistence. ‘This isall the 
laws say—and these laws only recognize a principle of 
nature, a precept of reason, and what you must admit to 
NER moses commandment. The gift of life carries with 


it t! rht to live. It is not rational, that men wio are 
bound to D obey the laws, and defend the interests of so- 
clety Vy i suid be ret) nae the means of enabling them to 


discharge the obligations which society imposes. Shall 
society “possess the right of saying to the hardy peasant, 
we the patient artizan— You shall be torn from your 
* families, to ight our battles in our day of danger ; but 

we will not, in your hours ef distress, allow vou br ead 
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<- {9 moisten with yourtears !’ Does not the command. 
ment to *‘ do unto others, as we wish others to do unto 
us,” recognize the right of the distressed to the protec- 
tion of the affluent, to a much greater extent than it is 
‘arried by parochial charity! It is said, in some coun- 
a there are no poor laws. But if there were any coun- 
, Reverend Sir, in which the poor were suffer ed io. die 
yi want ! woul it not be an imperious duty, on the 
part of their legislators, to enforce the dictates of huma- 
nity and reason upon the hard-hearted wretches who 
could have so disregarded them! In Scotland, there are 
no poor laws. Is it therefore to be contended that the 
poor are, or ought to be, starved to death 2? In Ireland, 
there are no poor laws. Ought the Irish poor to be fa- 
mished, or are they so? if “they are not; (though in 
many cases, I believe famine has been the indirect agent 
of death). then they must be, in some way or other, as- 
sisted ; and whether by the positive enactment of poor 
laws, or by the principles on Which the poor laws are 
enacted, is perfectly immaterial to your view of the 
question ; though I most assuredly prefer a legislative 
enactment, i alleviation of misery, as a matter of right, 
to any reliance ou the spontaneous charity of such an age 
as ours 
But pray, reverend Sir, did it ever occur te you, to 
ask yourself the question, wz “hether the poor would starve 
quietly, if their claim upon the assistance of their fellow- 
ereatures were refused ? 1 am afraid, if this result could 
be depended upon, and the poor-rates could be annihi- 
lated by such a measure, there are too many of “ the 
“ eloth” who would set about producing the repeal of 
the poor laws immediately ; not withstanding all the pa- 
ternal affection, and fellow- feeling, which it is so much 
more easy to preach, than common to display. But this 
is not the case. THE POOR WILL BE PED, in some way 
or other :—and were they refused the miserable pittance 
they now receive, they would HELP THEMSELVES Witha 
less sparing hand. You may say they would have 2o 
right to do this—you may tell them it would be idlegal 
to do this—but they would still do it, and feel satisfied 
they had a right, upon which none of their tellow-crea- 
tures had authority to sit in judgment! And suppose, 
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ir, as you are a magistrate, you were called upon to 
wage a legal warfare with the great mass of paupers, 
should you have any expectations of success, even if the 

standing army were placed at your disposal, and the 
English paupers were as despicabie as the Neapolitan 
population appear to be: Whry. Sir, not even in Naples 
could your hypothesis be supported. The contemptible 
cowards, as they are called, could carry on a war for 
existence, in which the opulent must suffer. They 
could DESTROY the produce which they were prevented 
from eating. Their numbers, and their despair, would 
render them more terrible than arms, or wealth, or dis- 
cipline could render their opponents. The state of so- 
ciety in Ireland will aflurd you some proof of this. Noe- 
thing in that distracted country, can be deemed secure— 
jor LIFE IS NOT SECURE—nor do the repeated executions 
for murder, and other atrocious outrages, diminish their 
number, or lessen their probability. That country has 
been long passing from bad to worse ; and the day is not 
far distant, when, without a total change of system, it 
may be avain only 


** Peopled with wolves, 1's old inhabitants!” 


Touch the — lawsin England, and you formally declare 
War agains! the extstence of a ore: ut proportion of society. 
The means of assisting the di: ‘tressed have here taken 
that form; and it would be long before feeling on the 
one hand, and want on the other, ‘could be acquainted by 
any other means. The thiag would be impossible, were 
if just, without producing @ Tevolut ton, or a state worse 
than revolution. The repeal of the poor-laws would be 
celebrated by an illumination in which half the barns and 
granaries in the kingdom, would blaze in terrific reful- 
cence. It is not safe to take a sleeping tiger by the whis- 
kers. There is a state of mind in humanity more terri- 
ble than the fiercest fury of the tizer; and in common 
eharity, I would caution you against calling up a spirit, 
Which would bid defiance to all the power of all the 
priests that ever lived. When aman is reduced to that 
condition, in which he holds his life valueless, he is be- 
yond all the peualties society can inflict on crime. The 
Geath which it denounces, is the gual he pants to reach. 
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He holds the life of any, perhaps of aany in bis hands ; 
and mocking at the consequences of his power, what is to 
restrain its use? If you have the slightest spark of pru- 
dence, you will never again venture to touch this string. 
it can only produce discord—and that discord may jar so 
horribly on the brain, as te startle the nerves into 
frenzy. 

But independent of the prudence of the matter, it 
would be an act of the grossest tyranny, and inj ‘ustice, 
Do not start in holy fear, at the daring of thie eX- 
pression, when [ teil you that you have not a greater 
vight to the title of priest, or to the dues of the 4 priest- 
hood, than the poor are entitled to existence; and, of 
course to the means of existence. The tythes are not 
half so sacred, as the poors-rates ; or, to speak more 
properly, it is OUT OF THE TYTHES the poor ought to be 
supported. lt was out of the tythes they were origi- 
nally maintained, as co-partners with the priest, on the 
public munificence ; and it was on the appropriation of 
the tythes to the church, and the Jay impropriators, that 
it became necessary to enact the poor laws. And here | 
may remark, to the credit of the Catholic Church, that 
it supported the poor, without legislatorial inte rference, 
whom the reformed church threw by legislative enact- 
ment, upon the support of the people, by additional con- 
tributions; and it is now proposed by some ministers of 
that reformed church, that no provision should be made 
for them at all! 

Befcre the lust of Henry the Eighth produced the 
Reformation, there were no poor laws. The poor were 
maintained, principally by the religious houses ; in addi- 
tion to their hospitality to strangers, out of the funds of 
the church, which are now the ‘tythes. When the pro- 
perty of the church was sequestrated, and the religious 
houses abolished, the resources of the poor were annihi- 
lated. The monarch seized upon all for himself, or his 
favorites ; and forgot to b wurthen the Abboy-la nds, and 
other church seizures, with the reliet of the poor, Pass- 
ing info other hands, the ¢ncoa Sige ce of the poor was 
sot rid of; the priests and the lay sharers of the spoil, 
appropriated all to themselves; and it became necessary 
to saddle the poor upon society at large. The justice of 
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tiie matter was clear enough; but the public should 
have deducted from the church, what it had taken from 
the poor! And now, Sir, as we have grown wiser, if 
the poors’ rate is a burthen, it ought to be defrayed out 
of rue tyTHES! Do you not see, Sir, that it is much 
wiser tosay nothing on this head ; and that silence isthe 
best policy, Where the title deeds of your possessions are 
so precarious! Depend upon it, the repeal of the tythes 
inust precede the repeal of the poor laws! And with all 
my respect for the church [ had rather see it shorn of its 
unecessary splendour, and its worldly temptations, than 
that so many millions of our fellow-creatures, should 
either be driven to famine, or to frenzy to procure 
food, 

There is another view, which au admirer of things as 
they are, should take of this question. The system must 
be Ieoked at as @ whole:—and the rich should remember 
they become rich by the generat distress. It is their 
title to their viches ; as far as they are now derived from 

lie system; and if the poor are content with the misery 
the system apportions lo them, surely the rich ought to 
be satisfied that the poor are content with so little. It 
isa most horrible return to the passive wretchedness 
on which they fatle, to crush it, because it can no 
longer furnish what it was wont to do, when il foregoes 
somugn! This would be burning the bees to take the 
honey ; but who would make it for the following season? 
Such reasoning, is however, quite superfluous ; for mev 
will not be so used. The bow that is bent the most, 
returns with the greatest force to its original form—and 
though humanity inay stoop to any degradation to pro- 
cure a miserable existence, men will not offer their 
throats to the knife, or put their necks into a halter, or 
lay down upon a dunghill, and expire. Not even your 
promise of the joys of heaven would induce them to do 
this; and you may rest assured, if you drive them to the 
edye of the precipice, they will drag ail with them into 
the abyss. 

It is the profligate expenditure of the system, which 
has made the poor laws necessary, and which welt stall 
encrease them, until they arrive ata height at which 
‘hey cannot be paid. There is yet another result to be 
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supposed—that before they reach this height, they wiz 
not be paid by those who may be able. How comes it, 
reverend Sir, that your charity should not inform you, 
and your humanity dictate to you, that while the patiper 
population is reduced as low in the scale of the means of 
existence, as a mere animal iif will permit, that others 
who can bear privation, should not be compelled to throw 
part of their share into the common stock. I am no 
great respecter of persons, nor mincer of names; and | 
ask you, Sir, why the pauper should be asked to give up 
his claim of bread and water, while such an enormous 
revenue is afforded to the Monarch ?—while the servants 
of the public are paid so much beyond their services— 
while a system of delusion is supported by a system of 
pillage—while his Grace of Canterbury, and the wor- 
thies of the Church, revel in tythe-pigs, first fruits, and 
Easter offerings. These are the parties to whom we must 
Jook for supply, if any supply is to be obtained. Per- 
haps the politics of Lord Castlereath have enabled him 
to advance the value of his patrimonial estates half-a- 
million. Shai! such a man propose to turn those whom 
his system has made puupers, out of the workhouse, or 
to strike them off the parish-boolks, while he remains 
paid twenty thousand a-year for services not worth as 
many hundreds? Jt is what he dares not do, though 
all the Church militant were with the Pope, his new 
ally, at his back. He sees the peril, and will not en- 
counter it, even to save the tythes, notwithstanding all his 
affection fer the protestant faith. He sees the ease is 
altered, from the period when labour could obtain re- 
ward, and the labourer was thought wortby of his hare. 
it is a mockery of lamentation to hear some of our cant- 
ing politicians complain ef the loss of independence 
among the poor—and the total disappearance of that 
noble spirit which scorned the assistance of parochial re- 
lief. It is no longer a question of shame, or indepen- 
dence. When labour was abundant, it was disgraceful 
for those who could Jabour, to expect to live without it, 
on the property of others. It was a mark of idleness, 
and meanness, which was naturally shunned and de- 
spised. But it is no longer a mark of idleness to the 
pour, It has become a question of existence ; and there 
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no longer either shame or diserace im the pauper’s re- 
ceiving, that which he ts of rig cht entitled to receive from 
the hands of those who have suffered a had syséem to 
take from him all means of assisting himself. he sys- 
tem has bound bim hand and foot, to the bed of endless 
torture; and the question you have raised is in reality 
this—"* whether it be not just to Ae/? Aum, to relteve his 
“ @gony!”’ Suca a proposition would have better become 
the times when “‘ the grim altar blushed with human 
“blood 2° Though possibly the age is not much im- 
proved ; for ii it dues not delu ge the temple with 
the bleod of the victims, they are wasted, ‘* mar- 
“row, bones, and all,” by a more lingering mode of 
torture. Nothing tix: at heated imagination can conceive 
as possible to result from anarchy, “the wildest that civil 
commetion ever raised, could produce an equal quan- 
tum of misery to that which now exlsls,.and which 
has been produced by the Pitt system. It might pre- 
sent some more prominen gee te; wie ae pictures, (though 
the Manchester massacre leaves this hardly possible) but 
could never offer the better pins of misery to one half the 
numbere. 

At the meeting to which yeu refer, you made.a very 
candid : statement of the reasons Ww hich induced you to 

and forward io aeuiy the blasphemy and sedition, mean- 
me the reason and reform of bv day. Your motives, 
you ee dwere “ éo prevent others fi am getting enéc 

your shoes!” A be ‘tier reason for defendine things as 
the y are could not be well assigned. it to ihe leading 
principle of all the stanach hounds, who are in full cry 
against reform; but they have disguise “dit, as not so 
prudent a watchwor: J, as our “ holy const: tution ; > which 
with each means his favoriée vice, or his leading advan- 
tace. You were more candid. But pray, ae 
Sir, how came the idea of getting into yous shoes to got 
into y your head! In a fair “and honest ctale of < society, 
eve ry y one oucht to be content in his oven shoes; but 
then I contend he ought to ave shoes to wear. Now, 
Sir, will you confess that it was see ing so many bare- 
Jooted, which prompted the idea. You have felt the 
comfort of good substantial shoes, and warm stockings ; 
an! I will take it for cranted you think they are as dé- 

VoL. ¥LI No. 10. 


st 








J5AG THE BLACK DWARYP. 





sirable to others as yourself; and when you see a poor 
barefooted fellow, you suppose he will be ready to take 
anyhbody’s shoes that he can thrust his feetinto. This is 
a natural feeling enough: but hardly of sufficient force 
for “ killing off” all those who cannot «afford to buy 
shoes, at least before they «attempt to rob others of 
them. The case is yet stronger, reverend Sir; for 
when the poor attempt to better their condition, they do 
not make an attack upon your shoes, but an attempt 
to recover their own. It is you, Sir, and all the ad- 
herents of the system, who have stepped into the shoes 
of the poor :—and having had possession of them a tong 
while, you tell the poor it is their right and duty to go 
barefoot! In truth, Sir, every dependant upon the pub- 
lic is a pauper; and I see no reason why one class should 
riot to surfeit upon turtle-soup, and the other be obliged 
to be content with half enough of potatoes and red her- 
rings. A fair compromise would be more honest. The 
farmer pays more to one priest than he does to all the 
paupers in his parish ; and in fair reason, the priest ought 
to share his portion with the rest, and be content with 
the compliment of being placed at the head of the table. 
Pray, Sir, how many tythes would be paid, voluntarily ? 
{ question whether the Archbishop of Canterbury would 
find a hot dinner every day, were he thrown upon the 
charity of his diocese :—though perhaps some good sort 
of parish priest, might fare daintily every day. You see 
in how near a relation to the class of paupers stands the 
church. You have both compulsory laws to enact that 
society shall feed you, in spite of their inclination. You 
have had the advantage; for you have been fortunate 
enough to stipulate that society shall feed you well; 
but that isnot a very gracious reason why you should 
endeavour to persuade society, while your enactments 
remain as unalterable as the laws of the Medes and 
Persians, that the natural bond with the poor shouldbe 
set at naught. | 

I have now nearly done with you for the present. 1 
believe you have too much good sense to believe one 
word of your remarks about treason, and rebellion :— 
though you may havea natural bias towards considering 
ayen a smile at the steeple as approaching to blasphemy, 
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-—ihe excess of which sin, in the eyes of every orthodox 
mind, is a refusal to pay tythes. You know the Radicals 
have too much sense to be traitors. Your friends, the 
ministry, have /rzed fo sow at amongst them in vain. 
It was a soil in which villainy could reap no harvest. 
Oliver could only betray a few ignorant, but brave fel- 
lows, to the scaffold. Edwards succeeded to the same 
extent. EF ranklin, and all bis associaies were employed 
re in vain in England, though they did shed some 
zealous blood in Scotland. EE very thing has been done, 
to deceive, and to goad tie people to rebe lien; and at 
last a brutal attack was openly made, on their assembled 
thousands, in the hope. and wish, as | firmly believe, 
that their passions might be irritated into an excuse tor 
a general slaughter. ‘The God of Justice must bere bave 
uiterposed almost miracul vusly in our favour. The old 
laws of our country would have justified the populace m 
tearing the yeomanry to pieces, in mere self-defence, 
on their atrocious charge. The thing would have been 
as easy, as justifiable. The brutes were scarcely able to 
keep their seats, in their horrible advanee-——and would 
have been torn from the brutes whose backs they dis- 
graced, long before their auxiliaries could have inter- 
posed. It was to be expected that the passions weuld 
have been roused to this deed of vengeance ; and it was 
only owing to the collected prudence of the “ Ilchester 
*¢ Captive’ that this resull did not take plaee. The mi- 
nisterial minions wished to resolve the pacific disposition 
of the Reformers into cowardice! ‘The falsehood of this 
calumny wants no refutation, to those who, in mere 
terror, keep up an immense standing army to be ready 
to act ayainst any few zealots whose imprudence may 
lead them into the ministerial snares. I will tell you, 
Sur, in confidence, that the atlack was expected to be 
made; and that it was also determined no resistance 
should be offered ; though it was not supposed that any 
beings in the shape of men could be found, to mangle 
women and children who were flying from their sangui- 
nary fury. 

Neither deception, nor cruelty, can be charged upon 
tne reformers. Their course has been open, and onward, 
to those rights which they claim—and to the reform of 
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that system to which they trace the national distress. 
Should a revolution ensue, it will not be their work. 
They have been constanily warning the ministry against 
such a result of their measures. This vould not have 

been the conduct of those who were endeavevring to ob- 
tain a revolution. Such men would have seen the SVS= 
tem leading as rapidly to that termination of its career. 
as the madness of its agents could verge its course :—and 
would have been silent spectators, of a race, m which 
their hopes must trrimph. Indeed « re rodution Mm pro- 
perty has already occurred! Could a political revolu- 
tion have produced half the distress, and loss, which 
the agricultural interest has suffered, ~_— the last few 
y ears! Ask the merchants and anufacturers, how 
much of their properly has been sae rificod by the revo. 
lution Which has occurred in Uiei respective pursuits! 

Go to the ship-owner, and enquire what yevolution could 
have been more fatal to him than tat which has actually 
taken place. ‘the thing ts in full progress to a similar 
result among all classes. “The jaws of the menster are 
always im action, fiven the Areibishop of Canterbury 
will be laid hold of at last, alluough your reverend self 
will of course have the pleasure of preceeding his grace. 
if you have rade ap your mind to be eaien in your turn, 


and to offer Mh Your childre n to thie erin fiend,” I have 
wothin LO st ty tu youd, GH your GwWh accaunt. I should 
consider it as vress an act of folly as suicide, ot 


duelling; but the practices only help out of ‘the 
world those whe are tou sly too the it any good by 
remaininy. be not, hoWever, Waste your time, in 
an iadihabion of the fox who had lost his + ail, and delivered 
a lecture in favour of going without! You have made 
an experiment which mail he ave convinced you, the pub- 
lic held very different opinions from those who fatten 
upon the public. Et was a fair trial, and the experiment 
conclusive. You were patiently heard. You il more 
than ordinary claims upen the hearers. You are’a 
clergyman and a om: wistrate among them, You were 
seconded by all the cler ‘wy, and all the magistracy, and 
es mntich of the weale by part of the population as you 
could EAPC = it F Yo th Were opposed WV Obie whose peste 
sence im that nehbuurhood had been bul short—who 
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sould have no oe 50 influence—who had little personal 
acquaintance-—-one who had rarely mixed with the inha- 
bitants, or heid the usual intercourse with the society of 
ihe place—one who had-been misrepresented to many, 
while he was known to very few:—and yet so complete 
was the failure of your reasoning, that such a one did not 
ieem it necessary to delay the ‘meeting by any reply. 
This alone speaks volumes; and if it «ere admitted, just 
for the sake of the position, that you were right, and the 
ineeting were wrong, what duration could a system ex- 
pect, which had in decided ar ray against it, the great 
mass of the population? A government of force, i is 
necessarily a government of expense—while it destroys 


the means of the people to contribute to the revenue. 
Such governments— 


6 ———m__~ the moment of their birth, 

Imbibe the lurking principle of death! 

The young disease which must subdue at length. 

Grows with their growth, aud strengthens with their strength.” 


And when they seem in the full meridian of their 
splendour, they are the nearest to that erists which leads 
to inevitable dissolution. 

In your future political speculations, you will do wel 
to remember, that priesthood is but ove, class of the peo- 
ple—the aristocracy but another—and that a govern- 
soent of classes is not a government of the people, Every 
man is equal in the sight of that pewer— 

** Who sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
** A hero perish, or a sparrow fall ; 


** Atoms, or systems, into ruins hurl'd, 
‘© And now a bubble burst, and wow a world.” 


The meanest peasant deserves his food as richly as the 
highest prince; and earns it by as real services to so- 
ciety :—and though it was deemed wit in a celebrated 
irish orator, to ask ‘ whether a vote should be given to 
“* the beggar upon the bridge,” it must still be reason to 
answer iy in the affirmative. " wilile advantages are only 
siven to the beggars of the Court. 


Yours, &c. 


THE BLACK DWARF 
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UEMPLOY MENT OF SPIES BY THE MINISTRY 


eR se 


This is a sore subject with the minions of offiee, since 
the detection cf ( ranklin, and Ins liberation by, Sir R, 
Baker :—and aithou oh tiiat 1iDe ration byes prey ented some 

} 


eS 
Connexion between the DNIShYy and himself from being 


levally proved, no doubt of it can remain: on the mind of 
the common ebserver. The e pence of the yeomanry 
CUPrps beme anestioned it) fis House of C ommons, 
bri ought the subject of spies, under some little considera- 
tion. ‘The reformers ought to know that this yeomunry 
foree, whichis only ce Jebrated for its atte ‘mpt tocut down 
reform, has encreased in expence to 170,00CL. from 
72 00L. per annut in five years. In 1816, the expence 
amounted to the latter suia ; and im these years of peace it 
has been encreased 1000001. per annum, This we suppose 
is oWing to the pr safof the value of its services on the 16th 
of August, 1819; so that it may be considered as the 
regular standing ARMY to prevent Reform. Besides 
this 100, 0000. is lost to the revenue annually, by a re- 
mission of the duty on yeomanry horseg. On ‘this state- 
ment, Sir Robert Wilson told the ministers they had 
sdopted measures Which would have rendered redeliron 
a dui Ys if they had beea persevered in; but recoileciing 
that rebellion was an awkward parfamontary phrase, he 
substituted reszefanece. 


MAS 


‘Tbis was aiso foo Sty wi for the 
House, but the cries of order were silence ed by the 
deciaration of Sir Robert, that he would abide hy what 
he had said; which Mr. Hume supported by insisting 
tli: a. z  ranklin per Ciap ioy ed by parties comune Les 


With 
the ministry. The pha ard which occasioned the di sturb- 
ance in Se attens {, was written in London. his, wilh 
the refusal of tue covernment to take ADY tops for 2 
apprehension, until ci; ght days had been atto oa d hum to 


escape, after a liberation by the Bow-stree! 


MapialrAatey 
with the S2LRS Cf PION advanced fo Arezer 


ovr, Liume 
x 7 be an = ‘ a ? ee. : > e m 
prope: 14 declared conc!) usive of munisterial — ance 


with that wreteh. This charge was affected to bu met 
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hy brother r Gragzc . who defied him to prove the con- 
nexion. Why does not brother Bragye disprove it? We 
give strong grounds of suspicion, which might be rebut- 
te dif they were not weil founded A” government 
magistrate. of violent ultra-loyal politics, whom no man 
ever accused of undue lenity before, liberates an incen- 
diary, without bail, on a Sunday, as if to facilitate his 
escape—and that incendiary is accused of a connexion 
with Ais patrons! Is it not rational to conclude he 
liberated the incendiary to screen his patrons? This 
incendiary has a son in the guar ds' as an officcr) Is 
there nothing to warrant suspicion in this. The pk cards 
he distributed, are those on Which the ministers founded 
their declamation against the Reformers. {s there no sus- 
picion in this ? Come, brother Bragge, and explain a little! 
We only laugh at your declaration, that Franklin ‘* was 
as totally unknown to any respousible individual in 
the Home-office as to you.” This is a quibble, Sir,—a 
paltry quibble. There is no respons/hle person, either 
at the Home-olfice, or any other office. Responsibility, 
brother Bragge, is a farce! There is uo such thing now- 
a-days. W here was Justice Baker’s responsibility for 
liberating the wretch? Will you tell us, brother Bragge? 
Besides, he mi: cht be known to) YOu, —ay e, Sir, even to 
you; and allow us to say thi ut we may not believe he was 

‘totally unknown” to you! Did you never hear any 
one of his various names mentioned? You may swear 
t, if you will, but you will not escape suspicion, Had 
Oliver ese aped full detection, ke would have been equally 
disclaimed by you aff —th ou oh you are now obliged to 
own your infernal acquaintance, and confess that he was 
commissioned for his hellish purpose !—and you must 
pardon us for suspecting thal franklin drew both autho- 
rity and security from a very similar source. The acquit- 
tal of O’Brien does not clear th the mystery of his ac- 


quaintance with Franklin. Mr. W. Pole may rail at the 
suspicion as lony as Le pleases. i has the force of de- 
cided proof with us; whe we consider that Oliver and 


baiwards were equally kept out of the reach of the laws, 
for exceeding ti = Sastractions ‘t is contessed they lc- 
d 


ceived. ds not this a vrouud for beheving that they det 
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not exceed their instructions {bor what other reas 
but lest they should implicate their masters, were they 
withdrawn, ‘and are now maintained hy the ministry ? 

It is a so preposterous as Mr. Brougham Supposes, 
to imagine the ministry wanted an insurrection. We 
believe ites would like ene every year, provided they 
could make it for themselves, and provide for it accord- 
ingly. The real fact ts, that such plots are traps to eatch 
those who have more zeal than prudence: and thus enable 
the ministry to wet rid of the most imprudent partizans of 
public liberty ; ante that these are the leaders of the 
discontents, which owe their crigin to the publie dis- 
tress, Let Slr. W. Pole vindicate his friend “sister 
Oliver” as he very respecttully calls bim. Every bad 
minister praises 5 the despicable tools he works with; and 
there have been ministers who would have not serupled 
to make Belzebub a bishop, shonld he demand sucha 
return for his services. “S Afister Oliver” may be as re- 
spectable as Mir. W. Pole; if Mr. Pole insists on no 
more than this, we shall net dispute his veracity. We 
can allow Mr. W. Pole nothing further than this ; with 
which, if he is contented, so are we; and he may hand 
himself down to age in such company ; we have no 
objection whatever. When he says the charge ofa con- 
uexion between i'r rank lin and the Gey ernment, is ** foul, 
** false, and base,’ we only laugh at him. "The con- 
nexion between Franklin and the ministry would be no 
more “‘ foul,” or * base.” than the connection between 
Oliver and the ministry. And when Mr. W. Pole calls 
Franklin an “ infamous wretch,’ he sllows that his 
good friend, Mister Oliver, was me mnfamous wretch ;— 
for if the devil were to turn Jesuit, he would not he ie 
to point out @ jot of difference belween them, except that 
Mester Oliver was one shade the blacker; because he 
added personal entreaty, to his other means of betraying 
the imprudent. We care nothing about the intentions 
of the ministry, in thei intercourse with these fiends. 
We adhere to the old adage—‘* Shew us your company, 
and we will tell you what you are!” | 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. UME , 
——— 
My Masters of Misrule! f have a crow to pluck with you,” 
Orv Pray 


~ een 


407. [have often observed, (with all submission and resigua- 
tion of spirit to the inscrutable mysteries of eternal providence,) 
that when the fullness and maturity of time is come, that 
produces the great confusions and changes in the world, it 
usually pleases God to make it appear by the manner of them, 
that they are not the eflects of human force or policy, but of the 
divine justice and predestination: and though we see a little 
man, like that we call ‘Jack of the elovk house,’ striking as it 
were the hour of that fulness of time, yet our reason must needs 
be convinced, that his hand is moved by some secret (and to us 
that stand without, invisible) direction; and the stream of the 
current is then so violent, that the strongest men in the world 
cannot draw up against it, and none are so weak but they may 
sail down with it. These are the spring tides of public affairs, 
which we see often happen, but of which we seek i vain to 
discover any certain causes.--Abraham Cowley.—- Discourse. 
concerning the Government of Oliver Cromwell, 1660. 


a 


408. The British Constitution is the result of gradual expe- 
nience,—it is a mixture of monarchy, aristocracy, and democra- 
ev—which some men have called the completion of human 
wisdom, and others a mere compound of folly. The funda- 
mental principle on which it rests, is older than the Saxons, for 
the right of tlie people to deliberate personally in all public af- 
fairs, can be traced to the Germans. Whether the people were 
represented in the Saxon Witteuagemot, has been much disputes 
ed among antiquariaus, and it is now merely an antiquarian 
question, for the right rests not on its antiquity but ou its jus- 
tice. J am inclined to think that the Saxon senate was partly 
representative, The distinct powers which belong to the three 
different branches of which our government is composed, are the 
result of time aud information, though it is somewhat singular 
that they were almost «3 accurately defined before the Norman 
conquest us they lisve ever been since, and all that has been 
subsequently gained is chiefly the restitution of the ancient 
Saxon laws and govermunent,—for William the Norman wished 
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to render himself arbitrary, and so did bis successors, but sueli 
was the spirit of the people and the power of the barons, that 
they forced from one of the fiercest tvrants of the Norman 
race, the restoration of that representative government which is 
the foundation of our liberty. The first power in the British 
government is the people, for them are the laws enacted by 
their representatives, by the lords, aud by the crown, and of 
these three powers docs the constitution consist. The king 

possesses a double or mixed power, it is chiefly executive oa 
partly legislative—inasmuch as his sanction 1s requisite in the 
formation of laws. The power of the lords 1s judicjal as well as 
legislative. The representation of the people is the fundamen- 
tal article of the constitution ; the lords may be voted useless, 
and the king may be dethroned, but the people can never be 
annihilated, and to be fiee they must be treely represented. 
The king may in some cases temper the severity of the law by 
the exercise of mercy, but the House of Commons alone can 
redress the grievances of the people, or become their greatest 
grievance; they are the grand inquest of the nation, for re- 
lieving the wants, and removing the oppressions, of the people ; 
it is their duty and privilege, to impose such burdens on them 
as may be requisite for their internal government and external 
defence, and to see that these contributions are honestly em- 
ployed. Whenever they cease to exercise tliese functions, and 
become the mere servile instruments of the crown or the aristo- 
cracy, their popular qualities are extinct, and they render them- 
selves, under the forms of liberty, the active agents of oppres- 
sion. ‘Though the king is head of the constitution by conven- 
lion and con: ent, yet the people are the sovereign— by nature 
and by right, for all power is exercised for their good and by 
their permission. ‘Fie physical strength resides with the go- 
verned, and therefore all authority is derived from them; but 
for the sake of unity, dispatch, and convenience, they have in- 
vested the king with the supreme executive power, — and to 
avoid the confusion, intrigue, and danger of an elective supre- 
macy, they have rendered his power hereditary,—still reserving 
to themselves the right of changing the successiun, whenever the 
misconduct of their kings requires their interference :—a princi- 
ple most clearly established at the revolution. That the king 
can do no wrong, is one of those maxims by which the nature 
of the kingly power is defined, and to a certain extent it las its 
uses, for in ordinary cases it prevents a vexatious and needless 
enquiry into the conduct of the executive, and throws the 
king’s responsibility upon his miuisters; but whenever either of 
these presume to trench upon the ¢ sand principles of the con- 
stitution, to violate the laws, or to attemipt an alteration of the 
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government, that maxim has been disregarded, and the king 
has been punished—both for his own misdeeds, and those of 
his ministers; and as kings are but men, a king—who has ma- 
nifestiy transgressed the bounds of his authority—is as much 
the subject of punishment as a highwayman, or an assassin. I 
am sorry to say, there is at present such a disposition in the 
higher powers to encroach upon the provisions of the constitu- 
tion, that perpetual vigilance is requisite on the part of the peo- 
ple—to preserve their rights, privileges, and liberties, inviolate ; 
and this vigilance must be exercised in popular assemblies le- 
gally convened, —not for the purpose, as it has been said, of 
overawing the legislature, but of recalling the different branches 
of it to a sense of their duty and their interest.— William Bur- 
don. Materials for Thinking. 1893. 





409. To suppose the practice of punishing men for not pro- 
fessing the Christian religion, or for professing the contrary, to 
be pleasing i in theeves of our Saviour, we must suppose him to 
have spoken thus to his apostles. ‘Go ye and teach all nations : 

‘ preach up the duties which L have commanded you, and which 
* you have seen me practice, —meekness, charity, and mutual 
‘ forbearance of one another. And to convince men the bet- 
‘ter, lo! I give you the power of working miracles, whereby the 
‘ divinity of your mission may be evident to the senses as well 
‘as reason of mankind. Behold! I send you forth as sheep 
* among wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless 
‘as doves. But mark me: I would not have you keep to this 
‘ behaviour too long. What I direct now, is only for twenty, 
‘or thirty, or an hundred or two hundred years, according as 
‘you succeed in bringing over the powers of the world to 
* your side : as soon as that is done, you must be quite other 
‘sortof men. Do not suffer any body to say a word against 
‘my religion : ur if he do, and bring never so plausible reasons 
* for his ‘infidelity, take care he be dispatched, or soundly 
‘ chastised some way or other,---by sword or famine, poison or 
“ presentment.’ 1 presume every reader will agree with me, 
that such sentiments of our Saviour as chose: are blasphe- 
nous and shocking to the highest degree: but whether they are 
not the sentiments of all such Christians as persecute others for 
their infidelity, I leave to be cousidered.— Under the feigned 
name of John Wicliffe. Remarks upon two late presentments 
of the Grand Jury of Middlesex, §. 1729. 
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Carbone natati! 


Aye---down to the : s¢ with them, slaves as they ar? — 
‘From this hour, let the blood in their dastardly veins, 
‘That shrunk at the tirst touch of Liberty's war, 
Ke suck'd out by tyrants, or stagnate in chains! 


On, on, like acloud, through their beautirul vales, 
Ye locusts of tyranny, blasting themo'er, 
Fill, fillup their wide sunny waters, ye s sails 
Prom each stave-mart of Europe, and poison their shore— 


May their fate be a mock-word---may men of all lauds 
Laugh ont. witha scorn that shall ring to the poles, 

When each sword, that the cowards let fall from their hands, 
Shall be forg’d into fetters to enter their souls! 


And deep, and more deep, as the iron ts driv’n, 
Base slaves! may the whet of their agony be 
To think---as the danw’d haply think of that heav’n 
They had once in their reach---that they might have been free t 


Shame, Shame---when these was not a bosom, whose heat 
Ever rose o’er the zero of © ————¢h’s heart, 

That did not, like echo, your war-hymn repeat, 
And send all its pray’rs with your Liberty’s start. 


When the world stood in hope--ewhen a spirit, that breath’d 
Full fresh of the olden-rime, whisperd about, 

And the swords of all Italy, half-way unsheath'd, 
But waited one conquering cry to flash out! 


When around you, the shades of your mighty in fame, 
Pilicajas and Petrarchs seem’d bursting to view, 

And their words aud their w arnings---like toncues of bright flame 
Over Freedom’s apostles---fell kindling on youl— 


CGiood God! that in such 4 proud moment of life, 
Worth ages of histry---when, had you but hurl'd 
Que bolt at your bloody invader, that s' rife 
Between freemen and tyrants hadspread through the world — 


That then---oh! disgrace upon manhood---e’en then, 
You should falter---should cling to your pitiful breath, 
Cower down tnto beasts, when you might have stood men, 
And prefer the slave's life of damnation to death! 


[t isstrange---it is dreadful !---Shout, ‘Ty ranny, shout 
Through your dungeons and palaces, ‘ reedom is o’er’-- 
Tf there lingers one spark of her light, tread j it out, 
And return to your empire of dar kness once more. 


es ho 


Come, Despot of Russia, thy feet let me kiss--- 
r ar nobler to live t the brute — -man of thee, 
Phan to sully een chains by astruggte like this. 


Por, if such are the bragearts that claim to be Free, 


Thomas Muore. On hearing of the Austrians entry into Naples 
2 - f a ee ? eee 7 
Morning Chronicle, 91h April, 1821. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, fo fhe Fellow Bone 
at Japan. 


DEATH OF THE POSSESSOR OF THE WORLD !—THE' 
EMPEROR OF CHINA. 


Respected T'riend, 

Tie melancholy news has just reached us, that “ the 
great emperor, who received from heaven, and revolving 
nature, the dominion of the world,” is dead. “* Revolu- 
ing nature,” of course should put on mourning ; and 
the “ world” be very sorry! But ne such thing. The 
gun himself, one of the ministers of revolving nature, is 
at this moment darting his brightest beams upon my 
paper, with as much unconcern, as if the “‘ great eme- 
peror” was lolling on a sopha with one of his man 
wives; or partaking of a sociai banquet with the mer- 
riest of his minions! i expected to tind him shrouded 
in the blackest clouds, and “ nature” affrighted at her 
loss, shrieking out her lamentations in thunder, and dis- 
solving herself in the heaviest showers. For this summer, 
thought I, we shall have no fair weather. The harvest 
roust sicken in the field; and the harvest-man sit discon- 
solate at home!—Surely “revolving nature” can know 
nothing of the event! The ministers of the great em- 
peror must have neglected to forward a dispatch to hea- 
ven, that it might be communicated to all nature ! What 
negligence! They rust be so overwhelmed with their 
own grief, as to forget all forms. Pray has Japan put 
on mourning? ITs the court there attired in the habili- 
ments of woe? [hope in the East there is some sense 
of decency left, at the decease of the great emperor ; 
who has conferred so many benefits upon the world ! 

What is still worse, the inhabitants of the world are as 
indifferent about the death of this ‘* great emperor,” as 
about the funeral of a parish pauper. Brought up in the 
oriental manners, | had prepared myself for weeping 
for many days, and a selitude of many months; when, 
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having seated myself at my frugal breakfast-table, 1 was 
invited to be sponsor at a cl iristening, and to celebrate 
the event by joining ina dance! What! said J, know 
you not that the great emperor of the worid is dead ? 
By the head of the great idol, my acquaintance (for I 
i ashamed to cali him friend) knew nothin: vs Whatever 
of the matter; and, when Lb expected my intelligence 
would have spread the most acute sorrow over his un- 
meaning countenance, he asked, with a vacant stare, 
“what the d—— it was to him?” [am afraid I shall 
shock thee with a repetition of this profaneness. Blot it 
out, [ pray thee, before thou shewest my letter to thy 
royal master !—but, iideed, when my horror and sur- 
prize prevented me from replying to this horrible re- 
mark, he added, ** What the d—— would it be to me if 
all the emperors of the world were to die?” I inter- 
posed, with earnestness, “© Why, what could the world 
do without them?” To which he answered, “ As for 
that, { must leave the world to tind out; aud I believe it 
would be willing enough to try ; for it has been sadly 
puzzled what to do with them!!” With such disregard 
of the vicegerents of heaven, it is impossible to reason ; 
and as it is useless to be sh roular, I suffered, with much 
pain, my features to relax into their usual unconcern, 
and have only kept on my black suit, which is here made 
the costume of zrief. 

Turning to the will of the deceased great Emperor, J 
found additional cause for lamenting the ingratitude of 
niankind ; for he seems to have been the best of all great 
mperors, if his own account of himself be at all cor rect ; 
thouch Iam afraid the lesitimates ef Europe will not 
subscribe to his creed of loyalty, which he says, “ con- 
** sists In venerating Heaven, imitating: ancestors. being 
* assiduous in gov ernment, and Jor ingthe common peo= 
“ple!” There is only one position they will here re- 
eognize, which is the “ dmétafion of ancestors ;? but 
this requires the explanation, that their ancestors were 
very bud, while the ** great Emperor’s” ancestors were 
the very dest in the world! hope China, at least, j 
gratefui for his lite, if it be not disconsolate at his « death 
for a Prince to boast of hg PING tha COMM MAN fons e. is 
as greatararity as the Unicorn! J am vlad the great 
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Emperor has taken the trouble to describe, in his last: 
will, the mode in which he has discharged the royal du- 
ties. If some I could mention, were to imitate his ex- 
ample, and write their own memoirs truly, we should 
have a greater fund of licentious amusement than of in- 
formation. He says:—-‘* since I entered on my office, I’ 
‘ have exercised the strictest caution, and have felt a 
‘solemn awe, while I daily meditated on the important 
“ duties devolving upon me. I have remembered that 
“ Heaven raises up Princes, for the sake of the people ; 
“and that the duly of FEEDING the PEOPI. -E; and TEACH- 
‘Cine them, is laid upon THE ONE MAN.” This is a to- 
lerable ¢est for Monarchy, by which if it were tried, and 
would be content to be judged, perhaps the world might 
not be so much disposed to quarrel with its excesses. [f 
Heaven raises up Princes for the people, those who do 
the people no good, or who act against them, are not 
raised up by Heaven, but owe their elevation to some 
other powers. In Europe, the doctrine of Princes FrED- 
ING, OF TEACHING the people, would be deemed absurd. 
The people are made to feed the Princes most abun- 
dantly ; but out of this abundance little, if any thing, is 
ever returned for the wants of the people, where distress 
chances to press heavily on any portion of them. If 
Kings would only collect the supertluity of one part, to 
bestuw upon the necessities of another, they would be- 
come the public almoners ; and if’ the trust were faith- 
fully discharged, might become publie benefactors :—and 
exclaim with the deceased g great Emperor—* every ham- 
‘Tet found delight in its proper occupation, while { pro- 
‘ tectedjas in my bosom, and bonntifuliy largessed the 
ai people —thus they and { were blessed with repose and 
“rest.” This is an exceilent receipt for public quietness ; 
and as the means et uployed in Europe have produced di- 
rectly the contrary effect, they might be tried with some 
hope of success. The means t: uken by the great emperor to 
** render government respected,” may be looked at -with 
advantage by Sidmouth, Liv erpool, and Castlereagh; who 
have not yet found out the way. He says it was by 
making * the administration of the rovernment ‘Pure’ 13> 
This is better than attecti ng to rail at demagogues for 
the vieas whieh the rulers occasion. The deceased er 
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peror ts not satisfied with stating general principles, {7 
alludes to actions. Ue does not content himself with 
Wishes for a prosperity to which he takes no steps te 
contribute, and which migul be supposed ailected 5 nor 
with lamenting the coniiiucd burthens, without any at- 
tempts to diminish them, like some monarchs who might. 
be mentioned. He points to the sums actually issued 
from the treasury for the repair of the banks af rivers 
burst by deluges. Ele says—* | have paid particular 
“attention to the lives of my people, and been eraious 
“ to prevent a.single individuad trom being destitute. 
** When excessive rains, or drought, occurred in any 
** part of the empire, / have remitted the land tax and 
“ Shave conferred grain. As socnas distress was re- 
“* ported, immediate relief was given.” ‘The British 
parliament might take a lesson from this; but its pro- 
vince is not to lessen distress—it is occupied alone with 
enlarging the revenue ! 

The consideration of the good old man, of whom the 
world is deprived, is conspicuous in the account of his 
conduct on his birth-day! Other kings like such days to 
be days of rejoicing ; and they are very liberal in order- 
ang people to be merry—-but they never think about the 
means. The Chinese emperor, on the contrary, says:— 
*¢ Last year, on the 60th anniversary of my birth, when 
the public servants and people were presenting their sin- 
cere congratulations, J thought what benefit I should 
confer ; and finally proclaimed a remission of all debts 
Sor land-taa, to the amount of upwards of twenty mil- 
Jions, with a wish that every individual should enjoy 
abundance, and all ranks ascend together the heights of 
general joy \” 

There is something really warm and sincere in all this, 
which reconciles us to the whimsical ceremonies of this 
descendant of the sun, which shines as brightly on his 
tomb, as it did on his throne; aud this emperor of the 
world, of whom the greater portion of the worid never 
heard! I almost respect prejudice, where it respects hu- 
manity ; and [ the more heartily despise those places, 


where prejudice and pageantry divide the heart, without. 


permitting one spark of sympathy to intercede tor the 


wants of others. What need we care, my friend, hey 
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-fsany knocks on the head the good old man required éf 
+hose who entered his —— if he suffered none to 
‘eave it with an ac ‘hing heart! Most heads in the world 
are thick encug to bear a little knocking, without much 
harm ; ; and, at any rate, it is better that conditidiis should 
Se stipuls ited for entrance into the royal presence, than 
that a cold repulse at the door, should shut out all inter- 
course betw een ® pr ince, and his people? [ almost wish 
bcould kneel at his ton 1b, for the following tines :—* This 
“ year, during the spring, and summer, “and onward to 
‘autumn, the rains were scasonable, and from every 
* province plenty wes announced to me, which afforded 
‘+ real pleasure to my heart!” Whata heautiful contrast 
to the monstrous principle of Malthes, and the cold- 
looded declaration of Liverpool, that the cause of the 
misery here was the abundance with which God had 
intended to bless his creatures. 

Peace go with the remains of this benevolent son of hea- 
ven to his tomb ; and —_ his disembodied spirit partake 
of the happiness, which he seems to have been so anxious 
to dispense. In the patriarchal, as in the feudal govern- 
ment, there is much of feeling, amid reciprocity of ‘ad- 

vantage. The chieftain may be cruel, and the father 
severe; but there is a natural sympathy between the 
narties, which mitigates the one evil, and renders the 
other of seldom occurrence. It isonly ina cold-blooded, 
calculating, unteeling, pecuniary oppression, that all the 
evils of despotism are felt, in their most extensive degree, 
and in their most hideous forms. There freedom is buf 
a name, and property a jest! while both are at the 
mercy of others, who only wait an occasion for either, 
to deprive their owners of them. 

The following column of the’ newspaper's says another 
son of hearen, has ascended the Chinese throne ; and that 
he has commenced his reign, witha decree conferring a 
‘thousand beney olences, and concluding with this em- 
phatic command :—** Let all overseers “of asylums for 
* widows and orphans, and for sick people, be always 
“attentive, and PREVENT ANY ONE BEING DESTITUTE.” 
ve is is the w ay to govern, — Bon it is true, ma’ 
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e Inere forms; Gut at any rate, they are vetter than 
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complaints, and abrogatiuns of the law, under the pre- 
tence that deseaniant is sedition ; and the murmurs of 
misery, the madness of the people ! 

Commend me to my friends, al Japan. I may return 
to them for protec tion. The flashes of glory that burst out 
in Italy, were only the vivid beams of the harmless light. 
ning. Naples is fi allen lower than before; and Piedmont 
is stricken to the ground; bul Confuci ius tells us that 
“ true glory consists not ia never falling, but in rising 
-* every time we fall;”—so { will not ’ despair. As 
Naples has fallen without a blow, she has nol eahausted 
ber strengeth—and as a despised enemy has often given 
bloody battle, she may iull the Austrians into a cen- 
tempt, which will be their ruin. 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 


= i BLACK DWARF. 
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TO CORRESPON NDEX Ts. 


—_— —- en 





Mr. Brayshaw has mistaken the grounds on which we objected to 
publishing the Declaration. There ts nothing objectionable in its 
contents, as far as the abstract principles are considered. The samme 
principles may bc found i aimost every Numbcr ot the Dwarf 
Our objection is, that it was sent to us under circumstances which 
did not stawp it sufficiently with the authority to which it aspired. 
Had we known such a Meeting had been called, by the usual pubite 
meaus, and by ostensible pe rsons,—had the name ef the Chairman 
been affixed to the proceedings, and the usual authenticating eir- 
cumstances accompanied the proceeding,—the case had been differ- 
ent. But we are not certain such a Meeting would have been legal. 
We assure Mr. B. we have no such communication as that which 
he alludes to. 

Our * sermon,” fromthe * texts” of Les deux Reformateurs, 
is nol quite finished. We are anxious for theexperiment of issuing 
ihe Sovereigns, instead of the one and two pound notes. It will 
arouse much incipient doyal/y into action, as it is quite astonishing 
how much these miniatures of monarchy are in request. We are 
atraid they will all find their way to some close prison, oul of 
anxiety, lest the Bank should never issue aby more ! 

ANOMALY OF THE LAW.—We cannot assigp any reason in reply to 
the enquiry of a correspondent, why Jolin Newman, aud Mary 
Palmer, convicted of illegally knowing, and atlenpting to pass coun- 
terfeit silver, should be sentenced, the one to two, and the other to 
three months Sg Hopes while so many are hanged and trens- 
porled for life, for attempting to pass Sorged Bank Notes! We 
only know that it is a horrible distinction, of which we are ashamed ; 
end shews how much more temacious of life were our barbarous at- 
cestors, than their civilized and canting descendants of the present 
“ 
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SUFFERINGS OF THE REFORMERS. 





in answer to our remarks on this subject in the last 
Number of The Black Dwarf, we have received the fol- 
lowing letter, which we publish in order to correct one 
or two misapprehensions; and we hope its indignant tone 
will rouse the spirit that we are satisfied is “ not dead, 
but sleeping.” 

TO THE EDITOR, 
Sir, 
In your last number, vou liave kindly suggested a me- 
thod by which you say that the sufferings of those buprisoned in 
the cause of the public, may be alleviated. Not at all doubting 
the goodness of your intentions, | however think that your 
plan is not at all calculated to have the desired eflect. 

In the first place, itis impracticable. ‘There are indeed very 
few individuals, whe are marked out as fit‘objects of political 
persecution, that hove friends possessed of the necessary qua- 
litications to form themselves into a Committee for their relief ; 
namely, property and courage. When aman devotes himself 
to the cause of his country, from that moment, (unless he 
should be rich or powerful) he loses all his personal friends. 
Or it he should retain any, they are, ten to one, either persons 
who do not feel interested in his political opinions ; or if they 
should, dare not make themselves conspicuous, by stepping for- 
ward to assist an unfortunate man marked out by the sivong 
hand of power for destruction. I have no hesitation in saying 
that there is not at this time, a single individual in prison, 
charged with political offences, and who stands in need of as- 
sistance, that has fifty friends who could afford to subscribe to 
him a pound a-year. in Mr. Lewis's case the attempt has been 
made, and totally failed. You must recollect, Sir, that the 
fearless and honest Radical, is sure to be no favourite with that 
class of persons called moderate Reformers ; persons who alone, 
amongst the Reformers, have it in their power to subscribe so 
large a sum as a pound a-year. The true Radical has too 
niuch honesty, and too much courage, for these gentlemen ; who 
are, in general, not only moderate in politics, but also moderate 
in virtue. Quack politicians, like quack doctors, always hate 
the hcnest and enlightened professor. 

I entirely disagree with you, where you recommend the ma- 
Nagers of local tunds, to appropriate them to the total mainte- 
Hance of one, or two individuals, in preference to a distribution 
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distributed m the woy you recommend, the consequence would 
be, that while two or three dividuals were receiving a hand. 
some maintenance, the great mass would be left totaliy desti- 
tute ; for | am convinced “that sufficient will never be raised to 
allow a pound a-week to each individual. Besides, five shil. 
lings a-week to those persons w ‘ho have perhaps, when out of 
prison, uot been able to earn even that sum, would be a very 
acceptable donation. Mr. Mansfield, it appears, has not re. 
ceived any assistance at all; but on the other band, has been 

obliged to subsist tor more than twelve months tpon the jail 
aliowance ;—-and se destitute } 1s this individual of friends, that 
mistead of haviag any to assist him with fifty pounds, he has bot 
two friends tv be bound for him in the sum ef férty. 

As respects the case of Mr. Lewis, T beg leave to say, that so 
far from ins friends m Coventry being likely to allow him a 
pound a-week, he bas now been in Jeil nearly five months with- 
out receiving more than two or three pounds ; although from 
the expences arising from the numerous prosecutions against 
him, together with the destruction of a flourishing business, 
his losses must amount to many hundreds. Trusting to your 
iberality fer the msertion of thr letter, P bes leave to subseribe 
aveelf, 

Your ohedient Servant, 


W. R. 
Coventry, Aprié 14, 1827. 
Now, first as to cuipracticaézlety. I his cannot be the 
case. E very man has « wae = ‘ends, who can assist him, 
im some way. They may uct be » able to do all that ought 


to be done; but the yc an do pe ing, and ask others 
to help them. If only five shiiings per week could be 
given, it would come in aid ef cther means. The sum we 
took for granted was only meant to shew the preciple. 
It is necessary that all possibl: assistance should be ren- 
dered ; and it is no excuse fur indifference, that it could 
not do all that was wanted. A pound a year is litile 
more than tourpence per week. 

Secondly, the managers of local funds are not new 
recommended to devote them to ene or two individuals. 
It would be too evidently unjust, but if any individual 
could be provided for, by any peculiar Fund, it would 
be unnecessary fei him to receive anything besides, until 

al! were assisted in some degree. 
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he failure of the intention of the Covenwy 
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Rerurmers lo assist Mr. Lewis more effectually, is only 
a proof of their indifference to an act of justice and hu- 
munity ; which we yet hope arises from neglect rather 
ihav a motive which deserves a much harsher name. 
Should the Reformers of Coventry, however, have forgot 
their duty, we hope the Reformers at large wil} not for- 
cet Mr. Lewis. 

~ We subjoin a statement of the proceedings of the Ge- 
peral Fund at Manchester. 


Se wee: 


A statement of the Receipts and Disbursements of the 
Manchester Permanent Fund. 


The Committee for the Manchester Permanent Fund, beg to 
present the following statement, to the Subscribers, hoping that 
the distribution of the money with which the public have en- 
irusted them, will be approved of, and that those frends who 
have not yet joined them, will be induced to do so, when they 
sce the beneficial result of their twelve week’s labour: —to those 
who heve the cause of Reform at heart, it will be unnecessary 
fo say any more than to point them to the number of the pri- 
soners that have been relieved ; this they think will be a suf- 
ficient stimulus to urge them to do their duty, avd thus enable 
them to assist the families of those individuals who are suffer- 
ing persecution for adyocating the cause of Parliamentary Re- 
sOTM. 

Khe Committee have refrained from publishing the names of 
any persons to whom they Lave sent relief, lest such should in 
any manner injure them or their families, but they may be 
Known by any of the Subsciibers applying to the Committee at 
any of their ineetings. 

P. TT. CANDELET, Treasurer. 


finion Rooms, April 7, 1821. 


Dr., 182i. 


Jan. 9, By Cash on hand ‘ ‘ 
From the Wool Combers of Loughborough 


he) 
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5 0 O 

From the Salferd Uniou . ° 2 3 O 
From the Collectors . ° e 3 -@ | 
16, Day. VU ll 3s 

°3, Do. 317 3 

30), Do. ‘ 113 8 
Feb. 6, Do, ‘ ‘ . .3 &. 18 
ie. Do. , 12 83 

WG, AYE 2 0 0 
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Mar. 6, Do. . , 33 44 
» 13, De. ; ; , bisa 
~ “0. Do. . . ; i * 
21, Do. | 113 74 
Aprils, Do. , ; : 115 04 
£37 12 
Cr. By Cash paid . ° S317 64 
By Cash in ‘freasurei’s hands ‘ . £3 14 7 
Cr., 1821. 
Mar.3, Sent to Laneaster Castle ; £2410 O 
13, Do. Warwick Do. ‘ i 08 O 
Do. Mrs, F—————— ° 074 ® 
Paid the Conmuiuttec for defe nding Wilde 
and Buckley : : >» © 6 | 
April 3, Paid to individuals who had sutlered oue 
years unpriyonnment in Lancaster Cas- | 
tle, on their release ‘ 5 0 0 | 
Sent to Oakhain Jail , 2 0 0 
Do. Dorchester Jail ; 1 0 O 
Do. to an individual under persecution 1 0 0 
Sent to Laneaster Castle ‘ 310 0 
Privting 1000 Addresses and Resolutions | 
for the Coun itry ; 3s @ 
Three quarters of a years reul, b alt ayear 
being due whea this Commitlee were 
chosen ° § 15 O 
Que Thousand printed Receipts 010 0 
One Hundred Certificates : 0 2 6 
six dozen of Books for Collectors 0 9a 
Paid expences attending two Public Meet- | 
ies é ° ; : & & | 
Poslages ‘ ‘ 0 6 7 
Printing Circulars : ; 03 6 
Que Quire of Writing Paper ‘ 0 1 O 
Printing and Posung Bills for Quarterly 
Meeting A ; 0 8 6 
Paid expences of Salford Union 0 5 oO 
Paid G. H. ‘ ‘ 0 3 0 


$33 li 64 
N. 5. Any person desirous of assishing the € ommiuttee, by 
hecommg C ollectors s, wav have Books, with Certificates for that 
purpose, by applying to the Committee, at the Union Kooms, 
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George Leigh Street, any Tuesday ¢ svenlng, from eight to ten 
o'( lock. \3 

Mr. Hunt.—A meeting has been held at segs: to 
conduct a subse ription on hehalf of this gentleman ; te ** prove 
tohim, and the kingdom at large, that respect for consistent 
patriotism, is Something more than mere words.”” The inceting 
ap pointed | Mr. P. T. CANDELET, 32, Market Street, Mau- 
chester, TREASURER; and J. REDFERN, 7, Cornwall § Street, 
Sceretary; with Mr. RIDGEWAY, 7], Swarbrick Street, Bank 
‘Top; Mr. GoRTON, Brazier, 80, Deansgate ; and Mr. THORN- 
ser, 50, Oldham Street, receivers of sulise riptions, which may 
be turwarded to them, or transmitted direct to Ilchester Gaol, 
This Is the way! Why not such a Cominittee for every incar- 
cerated Reformer? A ‘club of common mechanics would not 
suffer one of their members to be crushed for his endeavours to 
forward a business in which they are all embarked! Why 
should the Reformers be less grateful ¢ 





= ~—- —_—- a 
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ANSWER OF SIR FRANCIS BURDETL TO THE 
MANCHESTER ADDRESS. 


ee eee 


King’s Bench Prison, April 6th i821. 

GENTLEMEN,~-I feel highly gratified by the mark of yout 
regard which you ans heen pleased to presentto me. You 
testimony, and that of other of my disinterested fellow-country - 
men will, Jam sure, speak more for me than the ex-officio in- 
sinuations of an Attorney General can ever speak against me. I 
have always been willing to be tried Sy my fellow-countrymen ; 
fo them through a long public life, | have uniformly appealed ; 
if they approve the loss of liberty, dear as liberty is to me, is 
not unaccompanied with consolation; without their approval, 
and without the consciousness of rectitude, neither liberty nor 
lite has any charms for me, 

Gentlemen —The first efforts which UT shall make after leaving 
these walls, will be for an enquiry into that outrage which filled 
your town with mourning, and all England with indignation. 
To flatter you with a prospect that that effort will be success- 
ful, would become neither my sincerity nor your understand- 
ing. You know the place where, and the persons to whom that 
appeal is to be made. But the speaking of truths is never alto- 
gether unproductive of etlect. Corruption may defer, but cau- 
not entirely ward off that blow, which one day or the other will 


avenge the wrongs, the manifold, thie multiplied wrongs of au 
ay? dnd matiun, 
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In the mean line, centlemen, let us do our duty —let {iS Coq). 
ciliate al) the friends of virtue and liberty, and let us take care 
that the enemies of virtue and liberty gain no advantage Over 
as, either by our untimely enthusiasm, or by what is muck 
worse, our jndifference or despair. 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble servant, 


FRANCIS BURDETT. 


Oh ee ee ee » +. oeweye—~ 


NEW PARLIAMENTARY “ FARCES,” 


ACCORDING TO THE PHRASEOLOGY OF THE ** GREAT CApTatyn,” 





i 





The House of Commons has presented during the past week, 
the performance of some very singular farces, in the divisions 
against the various items of the estimates, which have beeg 
suoved by Mr. Hume. ‘The Ministry have aever met with amore 
disagreeable disturber of that complaisant parliamentary harmony, 
with which the public moncy is voted away by millions, in a few 
minutes, and by Houses often not containing forty Members. The 
open and apparent shame of (hese proceedings have not been 
property exposed by any honourable member, until the per- 
formanees of this season have been so ably managed by Messrs. 
Hume and Creevey, to who the public at large is much in- 
debted, for some very spirited interludes ;—and though the Minis- 
ters have been rather unwilling to play therr parts, the petite pieces 
have been very ably performed. The scenes of the last week's 
lramas have been Jaid in the ordnance department; anda pretty 
exposure is made of the method in which the people are pillaged 
for the hire of knuaves who sell them to the Ministry! To 
say this is known to bethe case, in all boroughs, is not to de- 
struy the merit of the detection of the detail. It is only in these 
particular illustrations the general principles can be conveyed to 
the mass who are so much interested. The borough of Queen- 
borough happens to be seated in a district, where the ordnance de- 
partment has much tofluence; and as it possesses the right of send- 
ing two honourable members to the honourable house, it sells the 
right to the ministry upon the following terms :— 

147 freeholders, for 14,766 per annum—1H1 freeholder’s sons, not 
duly qualified for voling, because not born in Queenborough, 
but HIRED, asa necessary incuinbrance, at 2,629]. per anuumn. 

32 freemen, hired in the preventive service, besides the mayor, 
bailiffs, jurats, and others who make what they can, out of their 
share m the manufacture of two ministerial members! which 
probably cost the country, in all, not less than twenty thousand 
a year, for their munufacture, and keeping the tools in order 
for any repetition of the work, besides the advantages of the 
honourable representatives of this hovourable place. It is quite 
evident that those men are cot public representatives, uot the 
representatives of Queenborough, but the representatives of the 
géeat tnan at the head of the ordaance department—who not 


saving avy right tu seud these two members; usurps thas right a 
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campletely as any Oiber right has ever been usurped. The votes of 
such members ought to be objected to, on a division: but no 
dyubt the ministers would decide the votes were excellent votes 
—and the members very useful members ! 

One of the ministerial performers, Lord Graves, of whose ge- 
nerad abilities we hear but little, was so displeased with the aseip- 
tien of the leading character by Mr. Hume, that he had the in- 
solence to declare that “ he did not think himself bound to Lis- 
‘ten to the speeches of the honorable gentleman!" This is another 
refinement in legislation; and it shews how we// the system works, 
in the production of legislators, so wise, and so sagacious, that they 
can deal with all questions, by intuition; aod without either rea- 
soning, or hearing reason, pick up the propriety of voting for or 
against 2 measure, as casily as the miraculous pig could find the 
cards of which his keeper put him in search, This noble lord, 
however, goes farther than usualin his avowal; at feast, consi- 
dering the scruples of those, who think some decency is requisite 
even in delusion; and that people who pretend to discuss matters, 
should preserve the appearance of discussion—its ** fundamental 
features’ at all events; when they are so eusy,as lo require only 
an application of the breech to the benches; and not absolutely 
to talk louder than the member who is addressing the chair! If 
Mr. Hume had been unreasonable enough, to have expected Lord 
Graves lo answer his speeches, his lordship might have had some 
reason for his warmth, becanse Me. Hume woutd have requested 
an impossibility which is too much to be required of a lord, whose 
rank ought to exempt him from the trouble of seeking in vain 
for those faculties, of which common men may drudge with. But 
to say he was not bound to listens and, infer, because he was 
not bound to listen, he was privileged to disturb, or prevent the 
debate, may make the vulgar lower orders think parliamentary 
discussions as farcical as the Great Captain of the ave declares 
ourCounty Meetings! Now we must take the liberty to declare 
this conduct is iudisereet We kuow it is nota parliamentary 
practice, of late years, for honorable members to be obliged to lis- 
ten to disagreeable speeches. We know there are rooms to which 
those who are affected with weak nerves may retire—that nice hot 
beef-steaks, or mutton-chops, with aglass or two of wine, are 
much more agreeable auxiliaries for the killing of time until the 
ringing of the division bell, than those provoking statements ; 
which, as a trading member very judiciously remarked, occasioned 
the lossof much valuable time, to no possible purpose. These 
secrets of the prison-house, however, ought not to be made 
public; and young, indiscreet members Ought to reflect there are 
reporters in the gallery, who are cager to seize upon any official 
confirmation of those practices which have been only buzzed about 
confidentially before! How astonished some of our country gen- 
tlemen will be to hear this declaration, that a member of par- 
liament, who is conscientious enough to attend in his place to vote, 
does not feel himself bound to listen to the subjects on which he 


is about to vote! Really, fora ord, the publication of sucha 
truth, ie a very alle indiscretion, 
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Mr. Beckett, the Judge Advocate, found himself obliged to listen 
fo an attach upon his salary ; ; and, what was still more painful, he 
felt his affection for it called upon him to rise, and speak in its 
defence. One of his predecessors was content with £1,031 for 
dischacziny the dutic. of two offices; but Mr. Beckett contended 
that the encrease of duty tendered it quite necessary he should have 
£2,700 ; and the charges of his office to de barely defrayed by 
the propose mt sum of. £5,180; stating that beyond hits salary, he 
had not eve: aa} Be and candles! Not so in acl perqusites ag 
cheese-parinss. mE aluckily the poor man, through this explasa 
tion, was qitestioned as to whether he attended the encreased 
duties of his office, when it was discovered, ailer some hesaiation, 
that the right Aonourabde gentleman had attended, he believed, six 
courts martial, in the years he had been in office! But the honour. 
able house decided, upoa this confession, by 92 to 48, that Mr, 
Beckett was entitled to the money; which the people must con- 
tinue to pay ! 

The proveedings ia the honourable House on the subject of 
Retorm, are farees of such notoriety, that to mention {them is to 
callup the very demon of tediousness; but as they are still occa. 
sionally re peated, we are compelled to notice thei. Mr. Lambe 
ton presented a Petition from Lyme Regis, complaining that a de- 
cision of the honourable House, in 1727, had robbed the resident 
freeholders of the elective franchise, which they then possessed, 
and conferred it upon the Mayor, Burgesses, and Freemen ; and 
stating that this arrangeinent had enabled a Peer to usurp the 
power of nominating the representatives :—they therefore begged 
the shia arable House to give them back their lost rights ! What 
awise measure! Suppose Gil Blas, when entrapped by the robbers, 
had written oat a Velition, detailing all the ciecumstances of his 
capture, aud beered to be released, with tie restoration of his- 
property ! How the eave would have rung with laughter at the 
propos: al! Bat, Gil Blas must have been yet more silly in his ex. 
pectations, to equal the proposal here made; for it would have 
been as wise to have asked the gentlemen collectors to restore 
suine dollars which some of their predecessors had borrowed 
rom his ancestors! On this subject, Sic J. Grabam played as. 
tidisereet a partas Lord Graves, on the salary of the Jodge Ad- 
eeee ; for, in spite of the late six new Bills, which render tt 

ghiy dangerous to say any thing which can tend to bring Par- 
lament into contempt, be ventu red to say, in justification of Mi- 
uisterial Peers manufacturing Ministerial Members, that * he Bes 
LIEVED @ GREAT NeMBer of cectlemen who sat opposite, could 
De poinTeD out, as being RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT BY PEERS, 
or the pReLations oF Prens!!2? What is the libel of the 
iraniner iv this? That Journal conceiving the trafic in seats 
io be crinnaal, ond ko Owing r the tratle to be considerable, satd 
there were mor, > public cviminals than public guardians im the 
House of = nin eye hr here isa senator, in defence of this 
tratiic, boasis that it is notorious ; and in the face of the house, 
ba the ears of the Speaker, BELIEVES thal aGREAT NUMBER of the 
epposition, and adits that a great number of the ministerial 
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party, are returned by ifiegal means, and sit in DPFIANCE OF THR 
vaw! Our farce-wrilers have no means of equalling this. For 
rrossness of absurdity, aud a contempt fer all the principles of rea- 
con, there is no parallel to. these excrescences of the “uglish con- 
sitution ! If Baron Munchausen had descrived such a system as now 
prevails with us, as existing in any other country, it would have 
veen considered the most egregious falsehood in his collection of 
wonderfnl tales. All the combined follies of the most ridiculous 
imaginations are here realized, or outdone. Every wild and vi- 
sionary idea has been reduced to practice. Abbe Sieyes himself, 
who kept systems ready to supply the system-mongers of France, 
of all sorts, never equalled the variety of methods, for we cannot 
recognize them as priticiples, by which the British representation 
is degraded. It is now the fashion to lay down property as the 
hasis of the claims to civil rights; andthe only regulator of the 
elective franchise. Yet here isa decision of the House of Com- 
mons against the resident frecholders, ww favor of the Corporation, 
and the non-resident freemen. Both pretences are means of 
arriving at the sameend. The object was to put the representa- 
tion into hands that might be influenced; and the freeholders 
were disfranchised, to prepare the way for the introduction of the 
influence complained of. Such a system brings with it all the evils 
of an avowed despotism, and carries most of them to a higher de- 
cree than undisguised tyranny would be able to effeet:—and 
while the inconsistency of its details oblige us to laugh at its folly ; 
our mirth is involuntarily checked, by the contemplation of its hor- 
rible effects.» The scenes of depravity which our borough. system 
exhibits, is so terrific, as to render it an unqualified curse ; and to 
introduce it intoany place, not yet blighted with its infeclious pee- 
tilence, would be the greatest evil that could be added to the distress 
which is every where felt. The responsibility of those moralsts, 
who are aware of these enormities, and yet take no sleps to lessen, 
or remove them, must be heavy indeed ; for the hypecrisy 
which holds these scenes of depravity, part of the blessings of our 
system, while it afeets to deplore the licentiousness of the age, 
is as contemptibly despicable, as it is horridly profane. 

Another farce now iv progress may be considered the trick upon 
the Catholics, which bas carried the bill for their relief, as it is 
called, through the lower house. ‘There is more of plot, in this 
Craipa, than in most which are performed here with any effect. 
The Catholics had began to shew a disposition to turn. parlia- 
tuentary reformers. ‘This was to be prevented; and the strongest 
assurances were given to them, thatif they would be quiet, good 
voys, they might lave emancipation; which they were insiructed 
to beheve was a muel preitier plaything than reform. They also 
shewed some disposition to interfere on behalf of her Majesty ; 
one the same reasons were assigned for their laying snugly by, in 
mie hope of getting Uretr emancipation! [twas necessary to redeem 
some of those pledges, but by oo means necessary to let the bill 
pass. It has therefore crept on all fours through the lower 
house 3 which is intended to furnish an argument with the Ca. 
tholics, to shew that pariiamentar y reform is unnecessary for them 3 
siace the ilouse of Commons, constituted as it is, has passed the 
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bill in theie favour. But tet the Catholics ask themselves, if «jf 
bill would have been sent up to the House of Lords, if it had not beea 
known that it would be rejected! It ms of no consequence in 
what stage the bill is lost; nor which portion of the legislature 
refuses to permit it to proceed. Lord Castlereagh may vote safel ; 
fora bill, that he leaves to his colleagues to reject :—and if the 
House of Commons have agreed to the measure, from a convic- 
tion of its importance, and necessity, they would not suffer its 
rejection by the House of Lords to pass without some sharp re- 
monstrance, and an endeavour to impress upon the peers the 
necessily of agreeing with their conclusions, If tt bo quietly stran- 
cled in the House of Lords, it wil shew that its fate was foreseen, 
and no precautions taken to avert it. The Catholics then ought to 
open their eyes, and take the right path, if they wish to reach the 
eod of their journey. | 

The Grampound intérlude is in the same dilemma. The lower 
house took all the care it could, that corruption was not dealf 
with tuo hardly ; and that no concession was made in favour of 
the general liberty of the subject; but the appearance of any attack 
upon abuses, startles the House of Lords. The good old Chan- 
cellor earnestly hopes the house will not pass a bill which, however 
tichtly it touches the corruptions of the system, indicates a dispo- 
sition to allow they ought to be attacked, on very extraordinary 
occasions. His fears for his constitution are so strong, that he trem- 
bles when it is proposed to rub offany of its rust, which is as 
dear to his overflowing eyes, as the rust of an old coin to an 
antiquary.—The beautiful blue mould is a greater treat to your 
Constitutional gluttons, than any of its sounder portions. Lord 
Ashburton declares he cannot countenance any attack upon rotten 
boroughs, because Mr. Fox, and Mr. Pitt, had both been rotten 
borough members, which is saying but little for the honesty 
or ability of these great men; since it is a declaration they 
could never have found their way into Parliament, except they 
had bribed some wealthy patron to place them there. As the talent 
of these two statesmen is undisputed, and their means of dv- 
playing that talent fully in their power, the assertion goes to mark 
them for a brace of knaves, whom nobody would trust with a vote, 
but the proprietor of arotten borough. Mr. Fox, however, dis- 
proves the necessily for rotten boroughs, since he succeeded with 
the electors of Westminster, whether by talking more * nonsense” 
than bis Ministerial rivals, Mr. Baring must determine, if his mo- 
desty will permit him. Lord Ashburton, however, needs wo re- 
futation ; for he cannot believe his own position. It is only 4 
speech in his part:—the plot of this farce is to keep the people 
out—not to let in great men! and as rotten boroughs do this most 
effectually, they are excellent means of carrying on the plot—and 


they will not be given up, until the curtain falls on all the per- 
formance. 
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